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Equustek Solutions Inc. v. Jack, 2014 BCSC 1063 

¬ Can a court make a word wide de-indexing order against a search engine to 

block specific websites to enforce a court order in which the operations of the 

sites are found to be infringing to? 

¬ “The Court has inherent jurisdiction to maintain the rule of law and to control 

its own process. The power to grant injunctions is a broad one and is 

confirmed by s. 39 of the Law and Equity Act. Injunctions may be issued in "in 

all cases in which it appears to the court to be just or convenient that the 

order should be made ... on terms and conditions the court thinks just”… 

¬ I conclude that the Court has authority to grant an injunction against a non-

party resident in a foreign jurisdiction in appropriate circumstances. The fact 

that an injunction has not before been made against an internet search 

provider such as Google is reason to tread carefully, but does not establish 

that the Court does not have subject matter competence. Indeed, the notion 

that a court may only make the orders it has made in the past is anathema to 

the spirit of the common law.”   
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Equustek Solutions Inc. v. Jack, 2014 BCSC 1063 

¬ “Google submits it would be unjust to make the order sought 

because de-indexing entire websites without regard to 

content of the specific URLs would constitute undue 

censorship… 

¬ I do not find this argument persuasive. Google acknowledges 

that it alters search results to avoid generating links to child 

pornography and “hate speech” websites. It recognizes its 

corporate responsibility in this regard, employing 47 full-time 

employees worldwide who, like Mr. Smith, take down specific 

websites, including websites subject to court order. Excluding 

the defendant’s prohibited websites from search results is in 

keeping with Google’s approach to blocking websites subject 

to court order.” 

4 15900866 McCarthy Tétrault LLP / mccarthy.ca 

 

http://www.canlii.org/en/bc/bcsc/doc/2014/2014bcsc1063/2014bcsc1063.html?searchUrlHash=AAAAAQAIZXF1dXN0ZWsAAAAAAQ
http://www.canlii.org/en/bc/bcsc/doc/2014/2014bcsc1063/2014bcsc1063.html?searchUrlHash=AAAAAQAIZXF1dXN0ZWsAAAAAAQ
http://www.canlii.org/en/bc/bcsc/doc/2014/2014bcsc1063/2014bcsc1063.html?searchUrlHash=AAAAAQAIZXF1dXN0ZWsAAAAAAQ


Equustek Solutions Inc. v. Jack, 2014 BCSC 1063 

¬  “Google argues that the Court should not make an order that 

could affect searches worldwide because it would put Google 

in the impossible situation of being ordered to do something 

that could require it to contravene a law in another 

jurisdiction… 

¬ In the present case, Google is before this Court and does not 

suggest that an order requiring it to block the defendants’ 

websites would offend California law, or indeed the law of any 

state or country from which a search could be conducted. 

Google acknowledges that most countries will likely recognize 

intellectual property rights and view the selling of pirated 

products as a legal wrong.”  
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Equustek Solutions Inc. v. Jack, 2014 BCSC 1063 

¬ “Google argues that the order sought is too broad. Google 

submits that if the injunction is granted it should be limited to 

Google.ca, the website designated for Canada, because no 

court should make an order that has a reach that extends 

around the world… 

¬  On the record before me it appears that to be effective, even 

within Canada, Google must block search results on all of its 

websites. Furthermore, the defendants’ sales originate 

primarily in other countries, so the Court’s process cannot be 

protected unless the injunction ensures that searchers from 

any jurisdiction do not find the defendants’ websites.” 

6 15900866 McCarthy Tétrault LLP / mccarthy.ca 

 

http://www.canlii.org/en/bc/bcsc/doc/2014/2014bcsc1063/2014bcsc1063.html?searchUrlHash=AAAAAQAIZXF1dXN0ZWsAAAAAAQ
http://www.canlii.org/en/bc/bcsc/doc/2014/2014bcsc1063/2014bcsc1063.html?searchUrlHash=AAAAAQAIZXF1dXN0ZWsAAAAAAQ
http://www.canlii.org/en/bc/bcsc/doc/2014/2014bcsc1063/2014bcsc1063.html?searchUrlHash=AAAAAQAIZXF1dXN0ZWsAAAAAAQ


Equustek Solutions Inc. v. Jack, 2014 BCSC 1063 

¬ “Google is an innocent bystander but it is unwittingly facilitating 

the defendants’ ongoing breaches of this Court’s orders. There is 

no other practical way for the defendants’ website sales to be 

stopped. There is no other practical way to remove the 

defendants’ websites from Google’s search results.” 

¬ “The Court must adapt to the reality of e-commerce with its 

potential for abuse by those who would take the property of 

others and sell it through the borderless electronic web of the 

internet. I conclude that an interim injunction should be granted 

compelling Google to block the defendants’ websites from 

Google’s search results worldwide. That order is necessary to 

preserve the Court’s process and to ensure that the defendants 

cannot continue to flout the Court’s orders.”  
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Equustek Solutions Inc. v. Google, 2015 BCCA 265  

¬ “The scope of remedial jurisdiction and the practice of exercising 

that jurisdiction with restraint was recently considered in the 

comprehensive judgment of Arnold J. in Cartier International AG v. 

British Sky Broadcasting Limited, [2014] EWHC 3354 (Ch.)… 

¬ Canadian law on the authority to issue injunctions has paralleled 

that of England. In my view, Arnold J.’s conclusions with respect to 

the jurisdiction of English courts to grant injunctions are equally 

applicable to the Supreme Court of British Columbia…. 

¬ I acknowledge that the sort of orders I am discussing depend, in 

the final analysis, on the existence of a justiciable issue between 

the parties to the litigation. Where such a justiciable issue exists, 

however, the granting of injunctive relief against third parties as an 

ancillary means of preserving the parties’ rights is a well-

established jurisdiction of the courts.” 
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Equustek Solutions Inc. v. Google, 2015 BCCA 265  

¬ “Once it is accepted that a court has in personam jurisdiction over a 

person, the fact that its order may affect activities in other jurisdictions 

is not a bar to it making an order… 

¬  The only comity concern that has been articulated in this case is the 

concern that the order made by the trial judge could interfere with 

freedom of expression in other countries…  

¬ “courts should be very cautious in making orders that might place 

limits on expression in another country… 

¬ In the case before us, there is no realistic assertion that the judge’s 

order will offend the sensibilities of any other nation. It has not been 

suggested that the order prohibiting the defendants from advertising 

wares that violate the intellectual property rights of the plaintiffs 

offends the core values of any nation. The order made against Google 

is a very limited ancillary order designed to ensure that the plaintiffs’ 

core rights are respected.” 
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Equustek Solutions Inc. v. Google, 2015 BCCA 265  

“I note that the courts of many other jurisdictions have found it 

necessary, in the context of orders against Internet abuses, to 

pronounce orders that have international effects. Several such 

cases are cited in the arguments of FIAPF/IFPI, including APC v. 

Auchan Telecom, 11/60013, Judgment (28 November 2013) 

(Tribunal de Grand Instance de Paris); McKeogh v. Doe (Irish 

High Court, case no. 20121254P); Mosley v. Google, 11/07970, 

Judgment (6 November 2013) (Tribunal de Grand Instance de 

Paris); Max Mosley v. Google (see “Case Law, Hamburg District 

Court: Max Mosley v. Google Inc. online: Inform’s Blog and ECJ 

Google Spain SL, Google Inc. v. Agencia Española de 

Protecciób de Datos, Mario Costeja González, C-131/12 [2014], 

CURIA.”  
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Equustek Solutions Inc. v. Google, 2015 BCCA 265  

¬ “The plaintiffs have established, in my view, that an order limited to the 

google.ca search site would not be effective. I am satisfied that there 

was a basis, here, for giving the injunction worldwide effect.” 

¬ “I note concerns expressed by Google concerning the openness of the 

World Wide Web, and the need to avoid unnecessary impediments to 

free speech… 

¬ Google does not suggest that the orders made against the defendants 

were inappropriate, nor do the intervenors suggest that those orders 

constituted an inappropriate intrusion on freedom of speech… 

¬ There is no evidence that the websites in question have ever been 

used for lawful purposes, nor is there any reason to believe that the 

domain names are in any way uniquely suitable for any sort of 

expression other than the marketing of the illegal product.” 
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Cartier International AG & Ors v British Sky Broadcasting 

Ltd [2016] EWCA Civ 658 (06 July 2016)  

 

¬ “I come therefore to consider whether there exists a principled basis 

for making website blocking injunctions against the ISPs who are 

aware that their services are being used by third parties to infringe 

registered trade marks and other intellectual property rights. The 

judge considered that there was indeed a principled basis upon 

which such orders could be made … 

¬ In my judgment each of these three points is well made. The 

operators of the target websites need the services of the ISPs in 

order to offer for sale and sell their counterfeit goods to consumers 

in the United Kingdom, and the ISPs are therefore inevitable and 

essential actors in those infringing activities.” 
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¬ Under what circumstances may a court order a search engine to 

block search results, having regard to the interest in access to 

information and freedom of expression, and what limits (either 

geographic or temporal) must be imposed on those orders?  

¬ Do Canadian courts have the authority to block search results 

outside of Canada’s borders?  

¬ Under what circumstances, if any, is a litigant entitled to an 

interlocutory injunction against a non-party that is not alleged to 

have done anything wrong? 
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¬ Google argues the courts below erred because: 

¬ There was an unwarranted restriction on 

Google’s freedom of expression and the right of 

individuals to see an “uncensored” Internet.  

¬ No legal basis to make an order against Google.  

¬ The order violated principles of international 

comity. 

¬ The test for granting the injunction should be the 

same as for banning reporting of court 

proceedings. 
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¬ Interveners supporting Google include: AG-Canada, 

BCLA, CCLA, EFF, Human Rights Watch, Open 

Media 

¬ Interveners supporting Equustek: AG Ontario, IFPI 

(and others), FIAPF 

¬ Denied leave include: CIPPIC, eBay, INTA  
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What to watch for………. 

¬ Legal basis for making orders against search 

engines and other intermediaries 

¬ Can the injunction be applied to Google’s different 

platforms (.ca, .com, .fr, etc.)? 

¬ Are there freedom of expression concerns? 

¬ Are there issues of comity? 

¬ What factors should a court consider? 
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Implications………. 
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